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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl
Subject: FW: Springs Coast MFL

Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:09:08 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Susan Zimmer [mailto:drsu@ymail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 4:24 PM
To: info

Subject: Springs Coast MFL

SWFWMD
Governing Board

I am a resident of Citrus County.
I do not favor any further reductions in water flow.
The springs and rivers are already low, unhealthy,

and actually need mOre flow to provide a healthy
environment for fish, vegetation, drinking water,
etc.

It 1s sad and scary to continually see various
Springs, which provide our only drinking water,
become stagnant and dry up.

Prevention 1s more sensible that Restoration
(attempts).

Desalination, as an example, i1Is too costly, etc.,
especially while we have the opportunity to save the
precious Springs.

Thank you
Dr Susan Zimmer
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Gwen Brown
Subject: FW: Proposed MFL"s for the Homosassa and Chasahowitzka Rivers
Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:10:41 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: JaniceHowie@aol.com [mailto:JaniceHowie@aol.com]

Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 1:53 PM

To: Executive

Subject: Proposed MFL's for the Homosassa and Chasahowitzka Rivers

The Federal Clean Water act does not allow for the degradation of these rivers, or
any other rivers in the state. Your proposed MFL's for the Homosassa at 3% and the
Chasahowitzka at 9 % would allow by your studies up to 15% degradation to the
wildlife and environment of these rivers. Think about what will happen to these rivers
and to the conflict that will occur with the EPA if this degradation is

allowed to happen. Wouldn't it be prudent to proactively ovoid this damage to our
rivers.

Jan Howie
Conservation Chairman
Nature Coast Native Plant Society



From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Gwen Brown; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl
Subject: FW: Chassahowitzka

Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:14:48 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: cindy [mailto:hkck5@embargmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 12:54 PM
To: Executive

Cc: Executive

Subject: Chassahowitzka

Please don't take any more fresh water from the spring system of the Chassahowitzka or Homosassa
Rivers. As you know, both are in peril. Let whoever wants our most precious resource on the nature
coast to invest in a desalinization facility. There is plenty of fresh water in our gulf. May | even suggest
the Florida cross barge canal system as the perfect location for such a project. Eventually it will come
to this anyway, why not lead the way. You have the power. Thank You. Chassahowitzka resident for
30 years, in love with the nature coast, the State of Florida and thankfull for our State Land programs
and Government Organizations set up to protect our natural resources. Cindy Klein
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From: Mike Heyl

To: Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov

Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: Chassahowitzka MFL comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 6:55:46 AM

Boyd — | saw your MFL comments come through. We will definitely be in touch with regard to
monitoring, but | did want to address the water level issue. Since the Chassahowitzka is below sea
level for the entire extent, the change in elevation will be negligible as inflow from the Gulf will fill
any voids.

We did run the hydrodynamic model to check the change in elevation with the original proposed
11% MFL. The average decrease in water level at the boat ramp will be 0.01 feet.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist
Mike. Heyl@SWFWMD.state.flus  or  Mike.Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

————————— Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes —eoe-
An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state.fl.us/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.


mailto:/O=SWFWMD/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MHEYL
mailto:Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov
mailto:doug.leeper@swfwmd.state.fl.us

From: Mike Heyl

To: Katie Tri ktri savethemanatee.or
Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: MFL Comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 7:00:08 AM

Katie - | saw your comments on the Chassahowitzka MFL come through the web site. While | think
the footnote on page 92 is valid for acute (4-hour) thermal refuge, | agree that it would probably
not be applicable to a chronic (3-day) thermal refuge and | will remove the footnote in the final
version of the report.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist
Mike.Heyl@SWFWMD.state.flus or  Mike.Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

--------- Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes ——ee-
An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state.fl.us/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.
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From: Katie Tripp

To: Mike Heyl

Cc: Doug Leeper; Katie Tripp

Subject: RE: MFL Comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 8:05:17 AM

Thanks, Mike.

Katie Tripp, Ph.D.

Director of Science and Conservation
Save the Manatee Club

500 N. Maitland Ave.

Maitland, FL 32751
Office:407-539-0990

e-mail: ktripp@savethemanatee.org

From: Mike Heyl [mailto:Mike.Heyl@swfwmd.state.fl.us]
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 7:00 AM

To: Katie Tripp

Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: MFL Comments

Katie - | saw your comments on the Chassahowitzka MFL come through the web site. While | think
the footnote on page 92 is valid for acute (4-hour) thermal refuge, | agree that it would probably
not be applicable to a chronic (3-day) thermal refuge and | will remove the footnote in the final
version of the report.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist

ike. Heyl@S state.flus or  Mike Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

————————— Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes -

An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state flus/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: AIl E-mail sent to or from this address are public record
and archived. The Southwest Florida Water Management District does not
allow use of District equipment and E-mail facilities for non-District
business purposes.
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From: Alan Martyn Johnson

To: Doug Leeper

Cc: Chris Anastasiou

Subject: RE: Timeframe for Velocity data from investments at SE Fork and Halls River Plus Bathymetry/Bath Tub
Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 8:58:57 AM

Doug,

Sorry for the slow response. Y ou did respond to my question about timeframe in the e-mail
where you provided your answers within the text of my advance questions, but you did not
mention Kevin by name.

USGS must already have a stage area for both the SE Fork and Halls River Velocity meters
sites and they do have raw velocity data every hour for the SE Fork (for over a year) and
every 15 minutes for Halls River (for over 3 months). They must have a very good idea of
the flows. Maybe they are not ready to publish the discharge data as approved, but surely
they have some idea of how well the data matches the calculated data for the SE Fork. In the
last year discharges have covered a broad spectrum from the almost record low levelsin
Weeki Wachee Well thru to the 18 plus feet; levels not seen for years. Halls River has
experienced the highs and lows also; surely this reveals a much better data set than the very
suspect tidally adjusted appraoch yeilded.

It is very disappointing that these valuable investments have not borne results before
presentation of the report to the Governing Board.

If the ‘preliminary data’ from the velocity meters confirmed the calculated data | would have
expected a rush to let everyone know.

Bathymetry data.

Thanks for sending the CD as | did not get a chance to download the file from the website
before it was removed. My neighbor in Homosassa forwarded the CD to me and | got a
chance to look at it this weekend. It took some time to trandate State Plane readings to
locations on the river, but | was impressed by the detail of the survey e.g. taking five depth
readings at very close proximity before moving one to two meters to the next point.

Wang's data also shows the deep point in the river | found while investigating the "Bath
tub” idea; in the Excel spreadsheet of centerline readings the deep point is on line 4954 with
a depth of 3.76 meters below NAVD 88. The point | found as the deepest point is only some
6 feet from this point. As| have commented previously, there must be some discharge at
this point otherwise why has it not filled with sediment over the years. The depth

found in Wang's survey is so close to what | measured with the Secchi Disc (crude compared
to Wang's instrumentation), it appears to indicate a reasonably stable situation over the years.
| would speculate there is a reasonably strong discharge in that area. And as further evidence
any avid manatee watcher knows the manatee like that area.

From my observations and speculation the discharge is thru a sediment rich blanket over the
vent(s), and from the very few Specific Conductance readings may at times be more saline
than other springs in the Homosassa River headwaters, possibly influenced more by stage
change/seawater ingress.

To me this is another example of how important it is to combine the data available with
carefully observation of what can be seen in the river to develop the necessary understanding
to protect an Outstanding Florida Water which unfortunately is deteriorating.


mailto:martynellijay@hotmail.com
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| have a number of suggestions for follow up;

« adding this deep site to the quarterly sampling with bottom middlie and top sampling
(Doug | did share my September samplings with Chris, but do not recall if | shared
with you)

« at the time of the next Field Measurements by USGS, run a discharge at the point
where the river narrows (before the confluence with Halls River) as well as the SE
Fork and the main springs run to determine any additional discharge; bearing in mind
speculation the discharge from the deep center area may vary with stage

« have some keen scuba divers take a closer look possibly using some dye cakes to
help view the flow

| realize resources are limited, but understanding the complexities of the riversis critical to
their future.

Martyn

From: Doug.Leeper@swfwmd.state.fl.us

To: martynellijay@hotmail.com

Date: Mon, 15 Oct 2012 11:31:52 -0400

Subject: RE: Timeframe for Velocity data from investments at SE Fork and Halls River

Martyn —

Hopefully | responded to your question concerning the time-frame for the United States Geological
Survey’s evaluation of the velocity data that has been collected over the past year in the
Homosassa River system. In case | did not, I’'m writing to let you know that Kevin Grimsley has told
me that he anticipates the Survey will be completing an initial analyses of the data within a couple
of months.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Alan Martyn Johnson [mailto:martynellijay@hotmail.com]

Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2012 7:34 AM

To: Doug Leeper

Cc: Ron Basso; Mike Heyl

Subject: Timeframe for Velocity data from investments at SE Fork and Halls River

Doug,



I was pleased to receive a confirmation and Thank You e-mail, regarding comment | posted on the web
site; and noted that you are copied. Good job by whoever organized this; | was concerned comments
were going to accumulate both unread as well as unanswered.

This e-mail is not directly about the MFL Reports, but about funding/investments.

We are within 10 days of the anniversary of the start of operation of the velocity meter at the SE Fork
station (September 9 @ 12:15 hour). The most recent Field Measurements only add to the concerns |
have previously expressed. | have copied the specific data below for ease of reference, but my concern
is data collected from these investments, SE Fork and Halls River Velocity Meters, is not being made
available . This is troubling as USGS is going to discontinue monitoring of some wells in the area due to
lack of sponsorship, yet data from these recently funded projects is ‘intentionally’ hidden. | am sure you
are aware that velocity data from the Halls River ‘new’ site (installed March 2012) was on line for a few
months before being ‘hidden’. What is the sense in spending these scarce resources and not getting
any value from them?

I would appreciate if you can share the timeframe for velocity data to be made available from these two
sites in the Homosassa River. | appreciate there is more involved in converting velocity to discharge
(determining stage area and how it changes with stage, plus verification by field measurements), but
velocity as seen by the instrument is raw data and meaningful raw data.

FYI 1 have spoken to the manufacturer’s technical personnel regarding location of these meters and how
quickly meaning full data can be obtained, both velocity and discharge. Let’s just say one year is
difficult to understand and the SE Fork location is not ideal as it is at a location where flow direction
changes significantly.

On a more positive note, the delay has at least given the chance to observe a range of conditions with
Weeki Wachee Well starting around 15 ft. last September/October, dropping to a low of 10.86 ft. in
May, and to the high of 18.84 ft. in July.

On a personal note | am pleased to see the significant increase in levels in the aquifer, due to tropical
storm Debby, have resulted in improved quality of water emanating both the Homosassa and
Chassahowitzka Springs. | will be in Homosassa the next two weeks and plan on monitoring the springs
as | have in the past. Really interested to see if strong flow has reestablished at some of the smaller
vents.

Doug, SWFWMD and us folks that pay the taxes which make all this possible need a timeframe for data
from these investments with USGS.

Martyn

Recent Field Measurements Stream flow and ‘as close as possible time’ Calculated flow from USGS
02310688 SE Fork.

Stream Calculated
Meas. flow flow
Number Date  Time (ft3/s) (ft3/5s)

234 2012-08-16 14:49:08 74.3 37
233 2012-08-16 14:40:53 78.4 37
232 2012-08-16 14:23:38 78.7

231 2012-08-16 14:16:06 70.7

230 2012-08-16 14:09:03 77.8 43

229 2012-08-16 10:30:23 90.7 76



Time series observations from USGS 02310688 SE Fork
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Blue colored data is using a 30 minute stage change and is not comparable.
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From: Doug Leeper
To: Adrienne Vining; Chris Zajac; Christopher Pettit; Dave Dewitt; Doug Leeper; Eric DeHaven; Gary E. Williams;

Mark Hammond; Michael Molligan; Mike Heyl; Robyn O. Felix; Ron Basso; Sid Flannery; Tammy Hinkle;
Veronica Craw; Virginia Singer; Xinjian Chen; Yassert Gonzalez

Subject: Recent in/out for Spring MFLs
Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 10:26:00 AM
Attachments: 3032 Combined Comments 3004-3006. 3026,3027, 3029, 3031.pdf

Stakeholder comments and staff responses received/sent since the Board packet was mailed.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl
Subject: FW: Springs Coast MFL

Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:09:08 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Susan Zimmer [mailto:drsu@ymail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 4:24 PM
To: info

Subject: Springs Coast MFL

SWFWMD
Governing Board

I am a resident of Citrus County.
I do not favor any further reductions in water flow.
The springs and rivers are already low, unhealthy,

and actually need mOre flow to provide a healthy
environment for fish, vegetation, drinking water,
etc.

It 1s sad and scary to continually see various
Springs, which provide our only drinking water,
become stagnant and dry up.

Prevention 1s more sensible that Restoration
(attempts).

Desalination, as an example, i1Is too costly, etc.,
especially while we have the opportunity to save the
precious Springs.

Thank you
Dr Susan Zimmer
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Gwen Brown
Subject: FW: Proposed MFL"s for the Homosassa and Chasahowitzka Rivers
Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:10:41 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: JaniceHowie@aol.com [mailto:JaniceHowie@aol.com]

Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 1:53 PM

To: Executive

Subject: Proposed MFL's for the Homosassa and Chasahowitzka Rivers

The Federal Clean Water act does not allow for the degradation of these rivers, or
any other rivers in the state. Your proposed MFL's for the Homosassa at 3% and the
Chasahowitzka at 9 % would allow by your studies up to 15% degradation to the
wildlife and environment of these rivers. Think about what will happen to these rivers
and to the conflict that will occur with the EPA if this degradation is

allowed to happen. Wouldn't it be prudent to proactively ovoid this damage to our
rivers.

Jan Howie
Conservation Chairman
Nature Coast Native Plant Society
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Gwen Brown; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl
Subject: FW: Chassahowitzka

Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:14:48 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: cindy [mailto:hkck5@embargmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 12:54 PM
To: Executive

Cc: Executive

Subject: Chassahowitzka

Please don't take any more fresh water from the spring system of the Chassahowitzka or Homosassa
Rivers. As you know, both are in peril. Let whoever wants our most precious resource on the nature
coast to invest in a desalinization facility. There is plenty of fresh water in our gulf. May | even suggest
the Florida cross barge canal system as the perfect location for such a project. Eventually it will come
to this anyway, why not lead the way. You have the power. Thank You. Chassahowitzka resident for
30 years, in love with the nature coast, the State of Florida and thankfull for our State Land programs
and Government Organizations set up to protect our natural resources. Cindy Klein
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From: Mike Heyl

To: Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov

Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: Chassahowitzka MFL comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 6:55:46 AM

Boyd — | saw your MFL comments come through. We will definitely be in touch with regard to
monitoring, but | did want to address the water level issue. Since the Chassahowitzka is below sea
level for the entire extent, the change in elevation will be negligible as inflow from the Gulf will fill
any voids.

We did run the hydrodynamic model to check the change in elevation with the original proposed
11% MFL. The average decrease in water level at the boat ramp will be 0.01 feet.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist
Mike. Heyl@SWFWMD.state.flus  or  Mike.Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

————————— Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes —eoe-
An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state.fl.us/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.
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From: Mike Heyl

To: Katie Tri ktri savethemanatee.or
Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: MFL Comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 7:00:08 AM

Katie - | saw your comments on the Chassahowitzka MFL come through the web site. While | think
the footnote on page 92 is valid for acute (4-hour) thermal refuge, | agree that it would probably
not be applicable to a chronic (3-day) thermal refuge and | will remove the footnote in the final
version of the report.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist
Mike.Heyl@SWFWMD.state.flus or  Mike.Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

--------- Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes ——ee-
An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state.fl.us/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.
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From: Katie Tripp

To: Mike Heyl

Cc: Doug Leeper; Katie Tripp

Subject: RE: MFL Comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 8:05:17 AM

Thanks, Mike.

Katie Tripp, Ph.D.

Director of Science and Conservation
Save the Manatee Club

500 N. Maitland Ave.

Maitland, FL 32751
Office:407-539-0990

e-mail: ktripp@savethemanatee.org

From: Mike Heyl [mailto:Mike.Heyl@swfwmd.state.fl.us]
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 7:00 AM

To: Katie Tripp

Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: MFL Comments

Katie - | saw your comments on the Chassahowitzka MFL come through the web site. While | think
the footnote on page 92 is valid for acute (4-hour) thermal refuge, | agree that it would probably
not be applicable to a chronic (3-day) thermal refuge and | will remove the footnote in the final
version of the report.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist

ike. Heyl@S state.flus or  Mike Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

————————— Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes -

An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state flus/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: AlIl E-mail sent to or from this address are public record
and archived. The Southwest Florida Water Management District does not
allow use of District equipment and E-mail facilities for non-District
business purposes.
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From: Alan Martyn Johnson

To: Doug Leeper

Cc: Chris Anastasiou

Subject: RE: Timeframe for Velocity data from investments at SE Fork and Halls River Plus Bathymetry/Bath Tub
Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 8:58:57 AM

Doug,

Sorry for the slow response. Y ou did respond to my question about timeframe in the e-mail
where you provided your answers within the text of my advance questions, but you did not
mention Kevin by name.

USGS must already have a stage area for both the SE Fork and Halls River Velocity meters
sites and they do have raw velocity data every hour for the SE Fork (for over a year) and
every 15 minutes for Halls River (for over 3 months). They must have a very good idea of
the flows. Maybe they are not ready to publish the discharge data as approved, but surely
they have some idea of how well the data matches the calculated data for the SE Fork. In the
last year discharges have covered a broad spectrum from the almost record low levelsin
Weeki Wachee Well thru to the 18 plus feet; levels not seen for years. Halls River has
experienced the highs and lows also; surely this reveals a much better data set than the very
suspect tidally adjusted appraoch yeilded.

It is very disappointing that these valuable investments have not borne results before
presentation of the report to the Governing Board.

If the ‘preliminary data’ from the velocity meters confirmed the calculated data | would have
expected a rush to let everyone know.

Bathymetry data.

Thanks for sending the CD as | did not get a chance to download the file from the website
before it was removed. My neighbor in Homosassa forwarded the CD to me and | got a
chance to look at it this weekend. It took some time to trandate State Plane readings to
locations on the river, but | was impressed by the detail of the survey e.g. taking five depth
readings at very close proximity before moving one to two meters to the next point.

Wang's data also shows the deep point in the river | found while investigating the "Bath
tub” idea; in the Excel spreadsheet of centerline readings the deep point is on line 4954 with
a depth of 3.76 meters below NAVD 88. The point | found as the deepest point is only some
6 feet from this point. As| have commented previously, there must be some discharge at
this point otherwise why has it not filled with sediment over the years. The depth

found in Wang's survey is so close to what | measured with the Secchi Disc (crude compared
to Wang's instrumentation), it appears to indicate a reasonably stable situation over the years.
| would speculate there is a reasonably strong discharge in that area. And as further evidence
any avid manatee watcher knows the manatee like that area.

From my observations and speculation the discharge is thru a sediment rich blanket over the
vent(s), and from the very few Specific Conductance readings may at times be more saline
than other springs in the Homosassa River headwaters, possibly influenced more by stage
change/seawater ingress.

To me this is another example of how important it is to combine the data available with
carefully observation of what can be seen in the river to develop the necessary understanding
to protect an Outstanding Florida Water which unfortunately is deteriorating.
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| have a number of suggestions for follow up;

« adding this deep site to the quarterly sampling with bottom middlie and top sampling
(Doug | did share my September samplings with Chris, but do not recall if | shared
with you)

« at the time of the next Field Measurements by USGS, run a discharge at the point
where the river narrows (before the confluence with Halls River) as well as the SE
Fork and the main springs run to determine any additional discharge; bearing in mind
speculation the discharge from the deep center area may vary with stage

« have some keen scuba divers take a closer look possibly using some dye cakes to
help view the flow

| realize resources are limited, but understanding the complexities of the riversis critical to
their future.

Martyn

From: Doug.Leeper@swfwmd.state.fl.us

To: martynellijay@hotmail.com

Date: Mon, 15 Oct 2012 11:31:52 -0400

Subject: RE: Timeframe for Velocity data from investments at SE Fork and Halls River

Martyn —

Hopefully | responded to your question concerning the time-frame for the United States Geological
Survey’s evaluation of the velocity data that has been collected over the past year in the
Homosassa River system. In case | did not, I’'m writing to let you know that Kevin Grimsley has told
me that he anticipates the Survey will be completing an initial analyses of the data within a couple
of months.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Alan Martyn Johnson [mailto:martynellijay@hotmail.com]

Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2012 7:34 AM

To: Doug Leeper

Cc: Ron Basso; Mike Heyl

Subject: Timeframe for Velocity data from investments at SE Fork and Halls River

Doug,





I was pleased to receive a confirmation and Thank You e-mail, regarding comment | posted on the web
site; and noted that you are copied. Good job by whoever organized this; | was concerned comments
were going to accumulate both unread as well as unanswered.

This e-mail is not directly about the MFL Reports, but about funding/investments.

We are within 10 days of the anniversary of the start of operation of the velocity meter at the SE Fork
station (September 9 @ 12:15 hour). The most recent Field Measurements only add to the concerns |
have previously expressed. | have copied the specific data below for ease of reference, but my concern
is data collected from these investments, SE Fork and Halls River Velocity Meters, is not being made
available . This is troubling as USGS is going to discontinue monitoring of some wells in the area due to
lack of sponsorship, yet data from these recently funded projects is ‘intentionally’ hidden. | am sure you
are aware that velocity data from the Halls River ‘new’ site (installed March 2012) was on line for a few
months before being ‘hidden'. What is the sense in spending these scarce resources and not getting
any value from them?

I would appreciate if you can share the timeframe for velocity data to be made available from these two
sites in the Homosassa River. | appreciate there is more involved in converting velocity to discharge
(determining stage area and how it changes with stage, plus verification by field measurements), but
velocity as seen by the instrument is raw data and meaningful raw data.

FYI 1 have spoken to the manufacturer’s technical personnel regarding location of these meters and how
quickly meaning full data can be obtained, both velocity and discharge. Let’s just say one year is
difficult to understand and the SE Fork location is not ideal as it is at a location where flow direction
changes significantly.

On a more positive note, the delay has at least given the chance to observe a range of conditions with
Weeki Wachee Well starting around 15 ft. last September/October, dropping to a low of 10.86 ft. in
May, and to the high of 18.84 ft. in July.

On a personal note | am pleased to see the significant increase in levels in the aquifer, due to tropical
storm Debby, have resulted in improved quality of water emanating both the Homosassa and
Chassahowitzka Springs. | will be in Homosassa the next two weeks and plan on monitoring the springs
as | have in the past. Really interested to see if strong flow has reestablished at some of the smaller
vents.

Doug, SWFWMD and us folks that pay the taxes which make all this possible need a timeframe for data
from these investments with USGS.

Martyn

Recent Field Measurements Stream flow and ‘as close as possible time’ Calculated flow from USGS
02310688 SE Fork.

Stream Calculated
Meas. flow flow
Number Date  Time (ft37/s) (ft3/5s)

234 2012-08-16 14:49:08 74.3 37
233 2012-08-16 14:40:53 78.4 37
232 2012-08-16 14:23:38 78.7

231 2012-08-16 14:16:06 70.7

230 2012-08-16 14:09:03 77.8 43

229 2012-08-16 10:30:23 90.7 76





Time series observations from USGS 02310688 SE Fork

08/16/2012 10:
08/16/2012 10:
08/16/2012 10:
08/16/2012 11

08/16/2012 13

15 EST 1.17°P
30 EST 1.15°P
45 EST 1.13P

:00 EST 1.11FP
08/16/2012 11:
08/16/2012 11.:
08/16/2012 11:
08/16/2012 12:
08/16/2012 12:
08/16/2012 12:
08/16/2012 12:

15EST P

30 EST 1.12°F
45 EST 1.15P
00 EST 1.21P
15EST P

30 EST 1.28°P
45 EST 1.34P

:00 EST 1.37P
08/16/2012 13:
08/16/2012 13:
08/16/2012 13:
08/16/2012 14-:
08/16/2012 14-:
08/16/2012 14-:
08/16/2012 14-:
08/16/2012 15:

15EST P

30 EST 1.47P
45 EST 1.52P
00 EST 1.57P
15EST P

30 EST 1.68°P
45 EST 1.74P
00 EST 1.79P

76P
76P
76P
77P
p
64P
55P
42P
P
37P
41P
53P
p
23P
43P
43P
P
16"
37P
40P

960P
970P
950P
930"
980"
980"
980"
970P
1,040°
960"
1,240°
1,130°
1,330°
1,300°
1,180°
1,100°
950P
1,250P
1,050°
1,210°

0.55P
0.53P

24.5P
24.4P
24.37 0.51°
24.1P 0.49°
24.3P P

24.4P 0.50°
24.5P 0.53°
24.57 0.59°
24.5P P

24.7° 0.66"
24.37 0.72°
24.4P 0.75°
24.5P P

24.57 0.85°
24.67 0.90°
24.57 0.95P
24.8P P

24.67 1.06"
24.7° 1.12°
24.6° 1.17°

Blue colored data is using a 30 minute stage change and is not comparable.
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl
Subject: FW: Springs Coast MFL

Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:09:08 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Susan Zimmer [mailto:drsu@ymail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 4:24 PM
To: info

Subject: Springs Coast MFL

SWFWMD
Governing Board

I am a resident of Citrus County.
I do not favor any further reductions in water flow.
The springs and rivers are already low, unhealthy,

and actually need mOre flow to provide a healthy
environment for fish, vegetation, drinking water,
etc.

It 1s sad and scary to continually see various
Springs, which provide our only drinking water,
become stagnant and dry up.

Prevention 1s more sensible that Restoration
(attempts).

Desalination, as an example, i1Is too costly, etc.,
especially while we have the opportunity to save the
precious Springs.

Thank you
Dr Susan Zimmer
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Gwen Brown
Subject: FW: Proposed MFL"s for the Homosassa and Chasahowitzka Rivers
Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:10:41 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: JaniceHowie@aol.com [mailto:JaniceHowie@aol.com]

Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 1:53 PM

To: Executive

Subject: Proposed MFL's for the Homosassa and Chasahowitzka Rivers

The Federal Clean Water act does not allow for the degradation of these rivers, or
any other rivers in the state. Your proposed MFL's for the Homosassa at 3% and the
Chasahowitzka at 9 % would allow by your studies up to 15% degradation to the
wildlife and environment of these rivers. Think about what will happen to these rivers
and to the conflict that will occur with the EPA if this degradation is

allowed to happen. Wouldn't it be prudent to proactively ovoid this damage to our
rivers.

Jan Howie
Conservation Chairman
Nature Coast Native Plant Society
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Gwen Brown; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl
Subject: FW: Chassahowitzka

Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:14:48 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: cindy [mailto:hkck5@embargmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 12:54 PM
To: Executive

Cc: Executive

Subject: Chassahowitzka

Please don't take any more fresh water from the spring system of the Chassahowitzka or Homosassa
Rivers. As you know, both are in peril. Let whoever wants our most precious resource on the nature
coast to invest in a desalinization facility. There is plenty of fresh water in our gulf. May | even suggest
the Florida cross barge canal system as the perfect location for such a project. Eventually it will come
to this anyway, why not lead the way. You have the power. Thank You. Chassahowitzka resident for
30 years, in love with the nature coast, the State of Florida and thankfull for our State Land programs
and Government Organizations set up to protect our natural resources. Cindy Klein



From: Mike Heyl

To: Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov

Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: Chassahowitzka MFL comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 6:55:46 AM

Boyd — | saw your MFL comments come through. We will definitely be in touch with regard to
monitoring, but | did want to address the water level issue. Since the Chassahowitzka is below sea
level for the entire extent, the change in elevation will be negligible as inflow from the Gulf will fill
any voids.

We did run the hydrodynamic model to check the change in elevation with the original proposed
11% MFL. The average decrease in water level at the boat ramp will be 0.01 feet.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist
Mike. Heyl@SWFWMD.state.flus  or  Mike.Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

————————— Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes —eoe-
An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state.fl.us/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.
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From: Mike Heyl

To: Katie Tri ktri savethemanatee.or
Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: MFL Comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 7:00:08 AM

Katie - | saw your comments on the Chassahowitzka MFL come through the web site. While | think
the footnote on page 92 is valid for acute (4-hour) thermal refuge, | agree that it would probably
not be applicable to a chronic (3-day) thermal refuge and | will remove the footnote in the final
version of the report.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist
Mike.Heyl@SWFWMD.state.flus or  Mike.Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

--------- Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes ——ee-
An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state.fl.us/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.
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From: Katie Tripp

To: Mike Heyl

Cc: Doug Leeper; Katie Tripp

Subject: RE: MFL Comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 8:05:17 AM

Thanks, Mike.

Katie Tri pP, Ph. D.

Director of Science and Conservation
Save the Manatee Cl ub

500 N. Maitland Ave.

Mai t | and, FL 32751

O fice:407-539-0990

e-mail: ktripp@avet hemanatee. org

From: Mike Heyl [mailto:Mike.Heyl@swfwmd.state.fl.us]
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 7:00 AM

To: Katie Tripp

Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: MFL Comments

Katie - | saw your comments on the Chassahowitzka MFL come through the web site. While | think
the footnote on page 92 is valid for acute (4-hour) thermal refuge, | agree that it would probably
not be applicable to a chronic (3-day) thermal refuge and | will remove the footnote in the final
version of the report.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist

ike. Heyl@S state.flus or  Mike Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)
————————— Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes -
An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd state flus/

This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.

| MPORTANT NOTICE: All E-mail sent to or fromthis address are public record
and archived. The Southwest Florida Water Managenent District does not

all ow use of District equipnment and E-mail facilities for non-District

busi ness pur poses.
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| have a number of suggestions for follow up;

« adding this deep site to the quarterly sampling with bottom middlie and top sampling
(Doug | did share my September samplings with Chris, but do not recall if | shared
with you)

« at the time of the next Field Measurements by USGS, run a discharge at the point
where the river narrows (before the confluence with Halls River) as well as the SE
Fork and the main springs run to determine any additional discharge; bearing in mind
speculation the discharge from the deep center area may vary with stage

« have some keen scuba diverstake a closer ook possibly using some dye cakes to
help view the flow

| realize resources are limited, but understanding the complexities of the riversis critical to
their future.

Martyn

From: Doug.Leeper@swfwmd.state.fl.us

To: martynellijay@hotmail.com

Date: Mon, 15 Oct 2012 11:31:52 -0400

Subject: RE: Timeframe for Velocity data from investments at SE Fork and Halls River

Martyn —

Hopefully | responded to your question concerning the time-frame for the United States Geological
Survey’s evaluation of the velocity data that has been collected over the past year in the
Homosassa River system. In case | did not, I’'m writing to let you know that Kevin Grimsley has told
me that he anticipates the Survey will be completing an initial analyses of the data within a couple
of months.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Alan Martyn Johnson [mailto:martynellijay@hotmail.com]

Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2012 7:34 AM

To: Doug Leeper

Cc: Ron Basso; Mike Heyl

Subject: Timeframe for Velocity data from investments at SE Fork and Halls River

Doug,



I was pleased to receive a confirmation and Thank You e-mail, regarding comment | posted on the web
site; and noted that you are copied. Good job by whoever organized this; | was concerned comments
were going to accumulate both unread as well as unanswered.

This e-mail is not directly about the MFL Reports, but about funding/investments.

We are within 10 days of the anniversary of the start of operation of the velocity meter at the SE Fork
station (September 9 @ 12:15 hour). The most recent Field Measurements only add to the concerns |
have previously expressed. | have copied the specific data below for ease of reference, but my concern
is data collected from these investments, SE Fork and Halls River Velocity Meters, is not being made
available . This is troubling as USGS is going to discontinue monitoring of some wells in the area due to
lack of sponsorship, yet data from these recently funded projects is ‘intentionally’ hidden. | am sure you
are aware that velocity data from the Halls River ‘new’ site (installed March 2012) was on line for a few
months before being ‘hidden’. What is the sense in spending these scarce resources and not getting
any value from them?

I would appreciate if you can share the timeframe for velocity data to be made available from these two
sites in the Homosassa River. | appreciate there is more involved in converting velocity to discharge
(determining stage area and how it changes with stage, plus verification by field measurements), but
velocity as seen by the instrument is raw data and meaningful raw data.

FYI 1 have spoken to the manufacturer’s technical personnel regarding location of these meters and how
quickly meaning full data can be obtained, both velocity and discharge. Let’s just say one year is
difficult to understand and the SE Fork location is not ideal as it is at a location where flow direction
changes significantly.

On a more positive note, the delay has at least given the chance to observe a range of conditions with
Weeki Wachee Well starting around 15 ft. last September/October, dropping to a low of 10.86 ft. in
May, and to the high of 18.84 ft. in July.

On a personal note | am pleased to see the significant increase in levels in the aquifer, due to tropical
storm Debby, have resulted in improved quality of water emanating both the Homosassa and
Chassahowitzka Springs. | will be in Homosassa the next two weeks and plan on monitoring the springs
as | have in the past. Really interested to see if strong flow has reestablished at some of the smaller
vents.

Doug, SWFWMD and us folks that pay the taxes which make all this possible need a timeframe for data
from these investments with USGS.

Martyn

Recent Field Measurements Stream flow and ‘as close as possible time’ Calculated flow from USGS
02310688 SE Fork.

Stream Calculated
Meas. flow flow
Number Date  Time (ft3/s) (ft3/5s)

234 2012-08-16 14:49:08 74.3 37
233 2012-08-16 14:40:53 78.4 37
232 2012-08-16 14:23:38 78.7

231 2012-08-16 14:16:06 70.7

230 2012-08-16 14:09:03 77.8 43

229 2012-08-16 10:30:23 90.7 76



Time series observations from USGS 02310688 SE Fork

08/16/2012 10:
08/16/2012 10:
08/16/2012 10:
08/16/2012 11

08/16/2012 13

15 EST 1.17°P
30 EST 1.15°P
45 EST 1.13P

:00 EST 1.11FP
08/16/2012 11:
08/16/2012 11.:
08/16/2012 11:
08/16/2012 12:
08/16/2012 12:
08/16/2012 12:
08/16/2012 12:

15EST P

30 EST 1.12°F
45 EST 1.15P
00 EST 1.21P
15EST P

30 EST 1.28°P
45 EST 1.34P

:00 EST 1.37P
08/16/2012 13:
08/16/2012 13:
08/16/2012 13:
08/16/2012 14-:
08/16/2012 14-:
08/16/2012 14-:
08/16/2012 14-:
08/16/2012 15:

15EST P

30 EST 1.47P
45 EST 1.52P
00 EST 1.57P
15EST P

30 EST 1.68°P
45 EST 1.74P
00 EST 1.79P

76P
76P
76P
77P
p
64P
55P
42P
P
37P
41P
53P
p
23P
43P
43P
P
16"
37P
40P

960P
970P
950P
930"
980"
980"
980"
970P
1,040°
960"
1,240°
1,130°
1,330°
1,300°
1,180°
1,100°
950P
1,250P
1,050°
1,210°

0.55P
0.53P

24.5P
24.4P
24.37 0.51°
24.1P 0.49°
24.3P P

24.4P 0.50°
24.5P 0.53°
24.57 0.59°
24.5P P

24.7° 0.66"
24.37 0.72°
24.4P 0.75°
24.5P P

24.57 0.85°
24.67 0.90°
24.57 0.95P
24.8P P

24.67 1.06"
24.7° 1.12°
24.6° 1.17°

Blue colored data is using a 30 minute stage change and is not comparable.
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From: Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov

To: Mike Heyl

Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: Re: Chassahowitzka MFL comments
Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 4:16:06 PM
Mike,

Thanks for the reply. | understand.

This may seem like a strange request, but in order for me to keep a clear record of the
"email thread" | like to save messages in pdfs "as one message". Would it be possible to
send your reply with the message | sent as a history? If not, don't worry about it, | can
piece it together!

I will hopefully se you and Doug on the 30th, but look forward to discussing the problem
of monitoring the river in the future.

Thanks,

boyd blihovde
Deputy Project Leader
Crystal River National Wildlife Refuge Complex
1502 SE Kings Bay Drive
Crystal River, FL 34429
(P) 352-563-2088
(F) 352-795-7961
Mike Heyl <Mike.Heyl@swfwmd.state.fl.us>

Mike Heyl To"Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov"
<Mike.Heyl@swfwmd.state.fl.us> <Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov>

ccDoug Leeper
10/22/2012 06:57 AM <Doug.Leeper@swfwmd.state.fl.us>

SubjectChassahowitzka MFL comments

Boyd — | saw your MFL comments come through. We will definitely be in touch with regard to
monitoring, but | did want to address the water level issue. Since the Chassahowitzka is below
sea level for the entire extent, the change in elevation will be negligible as inflow from the Gulf
will fill any voids.

We did run the hydrodynamic model to check the change in elevation with the original proposed
11% MFL. The average decrease in water level at the boat ramp will be 0.01 feet.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist
Mike.Heyl@SWFWMD.state.fl.us or Mike.Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211

Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

--------- Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes -------

An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp swfwmd.state flus/


mailto:Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov
mailto:mike.heyl@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:doug.leeper@swfwmd.state.fl.us
http://ftp.swfwmd.state.fl.us/

This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws

and is available for inspection by the public upon request.

| MPORTANT NOTICE: Al E-mail sent to or fromthis address are
public record and archived. The Southwest Florida Wter
Managenent District does not allow use of District equipnment and
E-mail facilities for non-District business purposes.



From: Mike Heyl

To: Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov
Cc: Doug Leeper
Subject: RE: Chassahowitzka MFL comments
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 6:30:32 AM
Attachments: Chassahowitzka MFL comments MGH_repsonse.pdf
image003.png
image004.png

Boyd — Here you go. See attached pdf

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist
Mike.Heyl@SWFWMD.state.flus  or  Mike.Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

————————— Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes —moe-
An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state.fl.us/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.

From: Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov [mailto:Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov]
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 4:06 PM

To: Mike Heyl

Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: Re: Chassahowitzka MFL comments

Mike,
Thanks for the reply. | understand.

This may seem like a strange request, but in order for me to keep a clear record of the "email
thread" | liketo save messages in pdfs "as one message”. Would it be possible to send your
reply with the message | sent as a history? If not, don't worry about it, | can piece it together!

| will hopefully se you and Doug on the 30th, but ook forward to discussing the problem of
monitoring the river in the future.

Thanks,

boyd blihovde

Deputy Project Leader

Crystal River National Wildlife Refuge Complex
1502 SE Kings Bay Drive

Crystal River, FL 34429

(P) 352-563-2088

(F) 352-795-7961

Mike Heyl <Mike.Heyl wmd. fl.us>
Mike Heyl To"Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov"
<MikeHeyl@swfwmd.statefl.us> <Boyd_Blihov WS.QoV
ccDoug Leeper
10/22/2012 06:57 AM <Doug.L eeper@swfwmd.state.fl.us>

SubjectChassahowitzka MFL comments
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From: Mike Heyl

To: "Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov"

Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: Chassahowitzka MFL comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 6:55:00 AM

Boyd — | saw your MFL comments come through. We will definitely be in touch with regard to
monitoring, but | did want to address the water level issue. Since the Chassahowitzka is below sea
level for the entire extent, the change in elevation will be negligible as inflow from the Gulf will fill

any voids.

We did run the hydrodynamic model to check the change in elevation with the original proposed
11% MFL. The average decrease in water level at the boat ramp will be 0.01 feet.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist
Mike. Heyl@SWFWMD.state.flus  or  Mike.Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

————————— Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes —eoe-
An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state.fl.us/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.
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From: Executive

To: Gwen Brown

Cc: Jet Houser; Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Mike Heyl; Doug Leeper
Subject: FW: MFL for Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Date: Thursday, October 18, 2012 10:45:05 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov [mailto:Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 11:07 PM

To: Executive

Subject: MFL for Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

The Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge is primarily bordered to the North by the
Homosassa River, and contains the mouth of the Chassahowitzka River within its boundary.
The freshwater inflow from both these rivers is extremely important to the wildlife that the
Refuge was established to protect for the American public. We are pleased to see that the
SWFWMD has increased the recommended MFL for both the Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers to 91% and 97% respectively. However, we are certainly concerned that if
levels on the Chassahowitzka River were actually reduced by 9% (from present conditions)
there could be potentially detrimental conditions for many species of wildlife. Refuge staff
have witnessed extremely low water levels during low tides on the Chassahowitzka River.
These extremely low water situations have resulted in virtually impassable or unnavigable
water depths. This is a concern for boaters and for the endangered manatee. Of course, these
extremes are not experienced very often, but it is a condition that can be assumed would
increase in frequency and intensity if a 9% reduction in flow were to occur.

Former land use practices in the area around the Chassahowitzka River cannot be reversed,
but the Chassahowitzka NWR is concerned with future land use practices that may have an
impact on the resources we manage for all US citizens. The US Fish and Wildlife Service
takes pride in the partnership we have cooperatively developed with the water management
districts in Florida. The Chassahowitzka NWR staff are located within close proximity to the
river systems discussed in this MFL proposal and we conduct numerous surveys for
manatees, birds, whooping cranes, and we cooperate with various agencies and universities to
answer more advanced biological questions.

Although Refuge management would feel more comfortable with higher flows allowed for
the Chassahowitzka River, we are open to helping establish a monitoring plan that would
include a partnership between our agencies. This partnership would hopefully prevent
irreparable damage to the habitat in and around the Chassahowitzka River if water flow was
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to further decrease. USFWS staff currently make numerous qualitative observations on
habitat conditions, and that work will certainly continue. However, through this partnership,
the USFWS and SWFWMD should prepare to monitor the effects of freshwater reduction on
the estuary within the Refuge and surrounding areas. It is imperative to us that we protect the
natural resources that have been intrusted to us by the US citizen and monitoring any
proposed management activity (on or near the Refuge boundary) is a very important part of
that. We hope that whatever MFL becomes implemented will also include requirements for
monitoring the effects of future permitted freshwater withdrawals. We look forward to future
cooperative endeavors with the SWFWMD that will help protect Florida's natural resources.

Thanks,

boyd blihovde

Deputy Project Leader

Crystal River National Wildlife Refuge Complex
1502 SE Kings Bay Drive

Crystal River, FL 34429

(P) 352-563-2088

(F) 352-795-7961














Boyd — | saw your MFL comments come through. We will definitely be in touch with regard to
monitoring, but | did want to address the water level issue. Since the Chassahowitzka is below
sea level for the entire extent, the change in elevation will be negligible as inflow from the
Gulf will fill any voids.

We did run the hydrodynamic model to check the change in elevation with the original
proposed 11% MFL. The average decrease in water level at the boat ramp will be 0.01 feet.

Mike H@)d@é WE WMD.state.flus or Mlkaﬂeﬂ@.Wai@cMatt&ci&ag

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )

7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211

Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)
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From: Mike Heyl

To: "Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov"

Cc: Doug Leeper

Subject: Chassahowitzka MFL comments

Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 6:55:00 AM

Boyd — | saw your MFL comments come through. We will definitely be in touch with regard to
monitoring, but | did want to address the water level issue. Since the Chassahowitzka is below sea
level for the entire extent, the change in elevation will be negligible as inflow from the Gulf will fill

any voids.

We did run the hydrodynamic model to check the change in elevation with the original proposed
11% MFL. The average decrease in water level at the boat ramp will be 0.01 feet.

Michael 6. Heyl - Chief Environmental Scientist
Mike. Heyl@SWFWMD.state.flus  or  Mike.Heyl@WaterMatters.org

Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau / SWFWMD (7:00 am - 3:30 pm )
7601 U.S. Highway 301 1-813-985-7481 Ext 2211
Tampa, Fl. 33637-6759 1-813-987-6747 (Fax)

————————— Note : District Limit for Incoming Email is 5 Megabytes —eoe-
An ftp site is available for larger attachments : http://ftp.swfwmd.state.fl.us/
This email consists of 100% recycled electrons. Consider the environment before printing

Please Note: All e-mail sent to and from this address is automatically archived
for records retention purposes in accordance with Florida's Public Records laws
and is available for inspection by the public upon request.
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From: Executive

To: Gwen Brown

Cc: Jet Houser; Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Mike Heyl; Doug Leeper
Subject: FW: MFL for Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Date: Thursday, October 18, 2012 10:45:05 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov [mailto:Boyd_Blihovde@fws.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 11:07 PM

To: Executive

Subject: MFL for Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

The Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge is primarily bordered to the North by the
Homosassa River, and contains the mouth of the Chassahowitzka River within its boundary.
The freshwater inflow from both these rivers is extremely important to the wildlife that the
Refuge was established to protect for the American public. We are pleased to see that the
SWFWMD has increased the recommended MFL for both the Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers to 91% and 97% respectively. However, we are certainly concerned that if
levels on the Chassahowitzka River were actually reduced by 9% (from present conditions)
there could be potentially detrimental conditions for many species of wildlife. Refuge staff
have witnessed extremely low water levels during low tides on the Chassahowitzka River.
These extremely low water situations have resulted in virtually impassable or unnavigable
water depths. Thisis a concern for boaters and for the endangered manatee. Of course, these
extremes are not experienced very often, but it is a condition that can be assumed would
increase in frequency and intensity if a 9% reduction in flow were to occur.

Former land use practices in the area around the Chassahowitzka River cannot be reversed,
but the Chassahowitzka NWR is concerned with future land use practices that may have an
impact on the resources we manage for all US citizens. The US Fish and Wildlife Service
takes pride in the partnership we have cooperatively developed with the water management
districtsin Florida. The Chassahowitzka NWR staff are located within close proximity to the
river systems discussed in this MFL proposal and we conduct numerous surveys for
manatees, birds, whooping cranes, and we cooperate with various agencies and universities to
answer more advanced biological questions.

Although Refuge management would feel more comfortable with higher flows allowed for
the Chassahowitzka River, we are open to helping establish a monitoring plan that would
include a partnership between our agencies. This partnership would hopefully prevent
irreparable damage to the habitat in and around the Chassahowitzka River if water flow was


mailto:/O=SWFWMD/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=EXECUTIVE
mailto:gwen.brown@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:jeanette.houser@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:lou.kavouras@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:ron.basso@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:mike.heyl@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:doug.leeper@swfwmd.state.fl.us

to further decrease. USFWS staff currently make numerous qualitative observations on
habitat conditions, and that work will certainly continue. However, through this partnership,
the USFWS and SWFWMD should prepare to monitor the effects of freshwater reduction on
the estuary within the Refuge and surrounding areas. It is imperative to us that we protect the
natural resources that have been intrusted to us by the US citizen and monitoring any
proposed management activity (on or near the Refuge boundary) is a very important part of
that. We hope that whatever MFL becomes implemented will also include requirements for
monitoring the effects of future permitted freshwater withdrawals. We look forward to future
cooperative endeavors with the SWFWMD that will help protect Florida's natural resources.

Thanks,

boyd blihovde

Deputy Project Leader

Crystal River National Wildlife Refuge Complex
1502 SE Kings Bay Drive

Crystal River, FL 34429

(P) 352-563-2088

(F) 352-795-7961



From: Doug Leeper

To: Doug Leeper
Cc: Adrienne Vining; Chris Zajac; Christopher Pettit; Dave Dewitt; Eric DeHaven; Gary E. Williams; Jay Yingling;

Michael Molligan; Mike Heyl; Robyn O. Felix; Ron Basso; Sid Flannery; Tammy Hinkle; Veronica Craw; Virginia
Singer; Xinjian Chen; Yassert Gonzalez

Bcc: (Janicehowie@aol.com); "Abdon Sidibie"; Alex McPherson (aamcpherson@msn.com); Ann - 2 Hodgson
(ahodgson@gmail.com); Ann Hodason (ahodgsonphd@gamail.com); Bernard Berauer (bfberauer@aol.com);
Beverly Overa (boverly@tampabay.rr.com); Bill Garvin (wgarvin@tampabay.rr.com); Bob Caldwell
(Bobcaldwell51@yahoo.com); Brack Barker (brackl54@msn.com); Brad Rimbey
(BWR.CRRC@tampabay.rr.com); Carl Mattthai (thebabesmimi@gmail.com); Casey, Emily (fcnwr@atlantic.net);
Charles Dean (dean.charles.web@flsenate.gov); Charles Stonerock (katcha.stonerock3@amail.com); Chris Safos
(chrissafos@embargmail.com); Czerwinski, Mike (mczerwin@tampabay.rr.com); Darlene Herth
(2cetechnology?1@gmail.com); Darrell Snedecor (president@citruscountyaudubon.com); Don Hiers
(dhiers3@amail.com) ; Douglas Dame (doug_dame@yahoo.com); Elaine Luther (barneyandcap@hotmail.com);
Emily Casey (ecasey21@hotmail.com); Emma Knight (eknight@wetlandsolutionsinc.com); George Harbin
(gharbin@tampabay.rr.com); George McClog (classof47@gmail.com); Gorgon O"Connor
(gorgon_o@yahoo.com); Harry Steiner (harry109@aol.com); "Helen Spivey"; Jack Calbeck
(calbeckj@citrus.k12.fl.us); jane Perrin (jcsperrinmd@sbcalobal.net); Jerry Morton (JerrMorton@aol.com); Jessie
Gourlie (gourliej@thirdplanetwind.com); Jim Collins (jimmiekey22@yahoo.com); Jimmie Smith
(Jimmie.Smith@myfloridahouse.gov); Joe Calamari; John Lord (jclord109@yahoo.com); John Mayo
(freedomwayl@gmail.com); Karen Johnstone (kjohns213@sbcglobal.net); Kim Caldwell
(caldwell.kimberly@yahoo.com) ; Kim Dinkins (kim.dinkins@marioncountyfl.org); Linda Pierce
(tpierce35@tampabay.rr.com); Linda Vanderveen (hernandoaudubon@yahoo.com); Mary Anne Lynn
(mlynn1978@tampabay.rr.com); Matthew Corona (mcoronal@tampabay.rr.com); Max Rhinesmith
(rhinesmith@webtv.net); “"Amber Breland"; Andy Houston (ahouston@crystalriverfl.org); Art Yerian
(Al.Yerian@dep.state.fl.us); "Ben Weiss"; "Beth Hovinde"; Brad Thorpe (brad.thorpe@bocc.citrus.fl.us);
Courtney Edwards (cedwards@savethemanatee.org); Dale Jones (Jones@MyFWC.com); Dana Bryan
(dana.bryan@dep.state.fl.us); "Darrell Snedecor"; David Hamilton (countyadministrator@hernandocounty.us);
David Hankla (david_hankla@fws.gov); Don Wright (wright@sura.org); Dusty McDevitt (mcdevitt@usgs.gov);
Ed Call (marvin.call@MyFWC.com); Eric Nagid (eric.nagid@MyFWC.com); EFWCC MFLs Review E-Mail Address
(fwcconservationplanningservices@myfwe.com); J. J. Kenney (jj.kenney@bocc.citrus.fl.us); Jennene Norman-
Vacha (jnvacha@ci.brooksville.fl.us); Joyce_Kleen@fws.gov; Kandi Harper (kandi.harper@bocc.citrus.fl.us);
Keith Ramos (Keith.Ramos@fws.gov); Kent Smith (kent.smith2@myfwc.com); Kevin Grimsley
(kjarims@usas.gov); Michael Lusk (Michael_Lusk@fws.gov); Mitchell Newberger (mnewberger@verizon.net);
Nick Robbins (Nick.Robbins@dep.state.fl.us); Nicole Adimey (Nicole_Adimey@fws.gov); Paul Thomas
(paulw.thomas@MyFWC.com); Ron Mezich (ron.mezich@MyFWC.com); Shelly Yaun
(shelly.yaun@dep.state.fl.us); Toby Brewer (Toby.Brewer@dep.state.fl.us); “Tracy Colson"; "Adkins, Jim";
"Bitter, Jim"; "Bryant, Richard"; "Cantero. Vince"; "Carpenter, Paul"; "Cheek, Ken"; "Daniels, Chase"; "Dueker
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Subject: Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Minimum Flows Update
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 7:13:00 AM
Greetings:

I’'m writing to provide an update on the planned discussion of proposed minimum flows for the
Chassahowitzka and Homosassa River systems that is scheduled to occur at the October 30, 2012
meeting of the Southwest Florida Water Management District Governing Board.

A meeting agenda and information document for the meeting are now available on the District
web site. The Chassahowitzka-Homosassa minimum flows discussion is identified in these
documents as agenda item number 21.

The agenda is available at:
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/calendar/agendas/govboard_10-30-12 agenda_2245.pdf

The meeting information document is available at:
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/calendar/notebooks/govboard_10-30-12_ notebook 2245.pdf

Thanks again for your continued interest in the development of minimum flows for the river
systems.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org
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From: Doug Leeper

To: "drsu@ymail.com"

Cc: Shellie Ferreira-Lee; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Lou Kavouras; Dianna Brass
Subject: RE: Springs Coast MFL

Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 8:43:00 AM

Dr. Zimmer:

Thank you for your comments regarding the revised minimum flows and levels recommendations
for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa river systems. Your input has been reviewed by District
staff and will be provided to the District Governing Board for consideration.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Executive

Sent: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:09 AM

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl
Subject: FW: Springs Coast MFL

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee
Sr. Document Specialist
Southwest Florida Water Management District

shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Susan Zimmer [mailto:drsu@ymail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 4:24 PM

To: info

Subject: Springs Coast MFL
SWFWMD
Governing Board
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I am a resident of Citrus County.
I do not favor any further reductions in water flow.
The springs and rivers are already low, unhealthy,

and actually need mOre flow to provide a healthy
environment for fish, vegetation, drinking water,
etc.

It 1s sad and scary to continually see various
Springs, which provide our only drinking water,
become stagnant and dry up.

Prevention i1s more sensible that Restoration
(attempts).

Desalination, as an example, i1s too costly, etc.,
especially while we have the opportunity to save the
precious Springs.

Thank you
Dr Susan Zimmer



From: Doug Leeper

To: “JaniceHowie@aol.com”

Cc: Shellie Ferreira-Lee; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Lou Kavouras; Gwen Brown
Subject: RE: Proposed MFL"s for the Homosassa and Chasahowitzka Rivers
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 8:46:00 AM

Ms. Howie:

Thank you for your comments regarding the revised minimum flows and levels recommendations
for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa river systems. Your input has been reviewed by District
staff and will be provided to the District Governing Board for consideration.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Executive

Sent: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:11 AM

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Gwen Brown
Subject: FW: Proposed MFL's for the Homosassa and Chasahowitzka Rivers

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee
Sr. Document Specialist
Southwest Florida Water Management District

shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: JaniceHowie@aol.com [mailto:JaniceHowie@aol.com]

Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 1:53 PM

To: Executive

Subject: Proposed MFL's for the Homosassa and Chasahowitzka Rivers

The Federal Clean Water act does not allow for the degradation of these rivers, or
any other rivers in the state. Your proposed MFL's for the Homosassa at 3% and the
Chasahowitzka at 9 % would allow by your studies up to 15% degradation to the
wildlife and environment of these rivers. Think about what will happen to these rivers
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and to the conflict that will occur with the EPA if this degradation is

allowed to happen. Wouldn't it be prudent to proactively ovoid this damage to our
rivers.

Jan Howie
Conservation Chairman
Nature Coast Native Plant Society



From: Doug Leeper

To: "hkck5@embargmail.com"”

Cc: Shellie Ferreira-Lee; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Lou Kavouras; Gwen Brown
Subject: RE: Chassahowitzka

Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 8:48:00 AM

Ms. Klein:

Thank you for your comments regarding the revised minimum flows and levels recommendations
for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa river systems. Your input has been reviewed by District
staff and will be provided to the District Governing Board for consideration.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Executive

Sent: Friday, October 19, 2012 8:15 AM

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Gwen Brown; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl
Subject: FW: Chassahowitzka

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee
Sr. Document Specialist
Southwest Florida Water Management District

shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: cindy [mailto:hkckS@embargmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 12:54 PM

To: Executive
Cc: Executive
Subject: Chassahowitzka

Please don't take any more fresh water from the spring system of the Chassahowitzka or Homosassa
Rivers. As you know, both are in peril. Let whoever wants our most precious resource on the nature
coast to invest in a desalinization facility. There is plenty of fresh water in our gulf. May | even suggest
the Florida cross barge canal system as the perfect location for such a project. Eventually it will come
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to this anyway, why not lead the way. You have the power. Thank You. Chassahowitzka resident for
30 years, in love with the nature coast, the State of Florida and thankfull for our State Land programs
and Government Organizations set up to protect our natural resources. Cindy Klein



From: Dan

To: Doug Leeper
Subject: Re: Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Minimum Flows Update
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 12:26:01 PM

On 10/23/2012 7:13 AM, Doug Leeper wrote:

Greetings:

I’'m writing to provide an update on the planned discussion of proposed minimum
flows for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa River systems that is scheduled to occur
at the October 30, 2012 meeting of the Southwest Florida Water Management District
Governing Board.

A meeting agenda and information document for the meeting are now available on
the District web site. The Chassahowitzka-Homosassa minimum flows discussion is
identified in these documents as agenda item number 21.

The agenda is available at:
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/calendar/agendas/govboard_10-30-

12_agenda_2245.pdf

Thanks Doug, do appreciate that. Can you give me an idea how long it might take
the GB to work thru the consent agenda?

Dan

The meeting information document is available at:
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/calendar/notebooks/govboard _10-30-

12_notebook_2245.pdf

Thanks again for your continued interest in the development of minimum flows for
the river systems.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)

doug.leeper@watermatters.org
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| MPORTANT NOTICE: Al E-mail sent to or fromthis address are
public record and archived. The Southwest Florida Water
Management District does not allow use of District equipnment and
E-mail facilities for non-District business purposes.



From: Doug Leeper

To: "Dan"
Subject: RE: Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Minimum Flows Update
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 1:33:00 PM

Dan — should be pretty quick. Fifteen minutes to half an hour tops, | would think.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Dan [mailto:2buntings@comcast.net]

Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 12:28 PM

To: Doug Leeper

Subject: Re: Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Minimum Flows Update

On 10/23/2012 7:13 AM, Doug Leeper wrote:

Greetings:

I’'m writing to provide an update on the planned discussion of proposed minimum
flows for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa River systems that is scheduled to occur
at the October 30, 2012 meeting of the Southwest Florida Water Management District
Governing Board.

A meeting agenda and information document for the meeting are now available on
the District web site. The Chassahowitzka-Homosassa minimum flows discussion is
identified in these documents as agenda item number 21.

The agenda is available at:
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/calendar/agendas/govboard_10-30-

12_agenda_2245.pdf

Thanks Doug, do appreciate that. Can you give me an idea how long it might take the GB to
work thru the consent agenda?

Dan

The meeting information document is available at:
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Thanks again for your continued interest in the development of minimum flows for the river
systems.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)

doug.leeper@watermatters.org

| MPORTANT NOTICE: Al E-mail sent to or fromthis address are public record
and archived. The Southwest Florida Water Managenment District does not
allow use of District equipnent and E-mail facilities for non-District

busi ness pur poses.
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From: Dan

To: Doug Leeper

Subject: Re: Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Minimum Flows Update
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 1:59:36 PM

Thanks.

D

On 10/23/2012 1:33 PM, Doug Leeper wrote:

Dan — should be pretty quick. Fifteen minutes to half an hour tops, | would think.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)

doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Dan [mailto:2buntings@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 12:28 PM

To: Doug Leeper
Subject: Re: Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Minimum Flows Update

On 10/23/2012 7:13 AM, Doug Leeper wrote:

Greetings:

I’m writing to provide an update on the planned discussion of proposed
minimum flows for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa River systems
that is scheduled to occur at the October 30, 2012 meeting of the
Southwest Florida Water Management District Governing Board.

A meeting agenda and information document for the meeting are now
available on the District web site. The Chassahowitzka-Homosassa
minimum flows discussion is identified in these documents as agenda
item number 21.

The agenda is available at:
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/calendar/agendas/govboard_10-30-

12_agenda_2245.pdf

Thanks Doug, do appreciate that. Can you give me an idea how long it might take the
GB to work thru the consent agenda?
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Dan

The meeting information document is available at:
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/calendar/notebooks/govboard_10-30-

12_notebook 2245.pdf

Thanks again for your continued interest in the development of minimum flows for
the river systems.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)

doug.leeper@watermatters.org

| MPORTANT NOTICE: Al E-mail sent to or fromthis address are
public record and archived. The Southwest Florida Water
Management District does not allow use of District equipnment and
E-mail facilities for non-District business purposes.

| MPORTANT NOTICE: Al E-mail sent to or fromthis address are
public record and archived. The Southwest Florida Wter
Managerment District does not allow use of District equiprment and
E-mail facilities for non-District business purposes.
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:12:12 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.
Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: J Gurlie [mailto:mail@change.org]

Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:49 PM

To: Executive

Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,
Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,

We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essential to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.
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FFWCC Peer review of the proposed Minimum Flows and Levels have warned that the
proposed reductions of fresh water flow could lead to "extirpation” of saline intolerant
species. Residents and biologists familiar with the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
have observed declines in water quality, die-off of salt intolerant fresh water plants, and a
movement of saline-influenced habitats farther up stream towards the springs. It is essential
that deny further reductions in flow, and make every effort to preserve the existing fresh
water flow, and if possible, restore spring quality to that which would insure continued
survival of the freshwater dependent habitats and species.

Rare and imperiled species of plants and animals (from Old Growth Cypress and terrestrial
orchids to southeastern fresh water mussels, Chassahowitzka Black Bears, Whooping Cranes,
Wood Storks, Manatees, and others) rely on the spring runs and associated fresh water
habitats of the Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Riverine Swamp Sanctuary and forested wetlands
for their continued survival.

The Chassahowitzka and Homosassa spring-fed fresh water ecosystems are too precious to
degrade any further, or risk "extirpating" forever by increased salt water intrusion.

These rare springs and sacred cenotes, and the sprawling fresh water forested wetlands they
infuse are National Treasures, arguably World Heritage Sites that should be preserved and
protected for future generations (of humans and wildlife).

The undersigned implore SWFWMD's Governing Board, the State Legislature, and the
Governor of Florida to deny any further reduction in flow to the spring-fed Homosasa and
Chassahowitzka Rivers.

Please say "NO" to reductionsin flow to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers.
Thank you.

J Gurlie
Littleton, Colorado

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at

http://www.change.org/petitions/south-west-fl orida-water- management-district-governing-

board-no-reduction-in-flow-to-the-spring-fed- chassahowitzka-and-homosassa-rivers. To
respond, click here|


http://www.change.org/petitions/south-west-florida-water-management-district-governing-board-no-reduction-in-flow-to-the-spring-fed-chassahowitzka-and-homosassa-rivers
http://www.change.org/petitions/south-west-florida-water-management-district-governing-board-no-reduction-in-flow-to-the-spring-fed-chassahowitzka-and-homosassa-rivers
http://www.change.org/petitions/south-west-florida-water-management-district-governing-board-no-reduction-in-flow-to-the-spring-fed-chassahowitzka-and-homosassa-rivers?response=820beb516b1d

From: Doug Leeper

To: "mail@change.org"

Cc: Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Subject: RE: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Thursday, October 25, 2012 4:38:00 PM

Dear J. Gurlie:

Thank you for your comments regarding the revised minimum flows and levels recommendations
for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa river systems. Your input has been reviewed by District
staff and will be provided to the District Governing Board for consideration.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Executive

Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:12 AM

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Ron Basso; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.
Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee
Sr. Document Specialist
Southwest Florida Water Management District

shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: J Gurlie [mailto:mail@change.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:49 PM

To: Executive
Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,

Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,


mailto:mail@change.org
mailto:shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:mail@change.org

We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essential to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.

FFWCC Peer review of the proposed Minimum Flows and Levels have warned that the
proposed reductions of fresh water flow could lead to "extirpation” of saline intolerant
species. Residents and biologists familiar with the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
have observed declines in water quality, die-off of salt intolerant fresh water plants, and a
movement of saline-influenced habitats farther up stream towards the springs. It is essential
that deny further reductionsin flow, and make every effort to preserve the existing fresh
water flow, and if possible, restore spring quality to that which would insure continued
survival of the freshwater dependent habitats and species.

Rare and imperiled species of plants and animals (from Old Growth Cypress and terrestria
orchids to southeastern fresh water mussels, Chassahowitzka Black Bears, Whooping Cranes,
Wood Storks, Manatees, and others) rely on the spring runs and associated fresh water
habitats of the Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Riverine Swamp Sanctuary and forested wetlands
for their continued survival.

The Chassahowitzka and Homosassa spring-fed fresh water ecosystems are too precious to
degrade any further, or risk "extirpating" forever by increased salt water intrusion.

These rare springs and sacred cenotes, and the sprawling fresh water forested wetlands they
infuse are National Treasures, arguably World Heritage Sites that should be preserved and
protected for future generations (of humans and wildlife).

The undersigned implore SWFWMD's Governing Board, the State Legislature, and the
Governor of Florida to deny any further reduction in flow to the spring-fed Homosasa and
Chassahowitzka Rivers.



Please say "NO" to reductions in flow to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers.
Thank you.

J Gurlie
Littleton, Colorado

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at

http://www.change.org/petitions/south-west-fl orida-water- management-district-governing-
board-no-reduction-in-flow-to-the-spring-fed- chassahowitzka-and-homosassa-rivers. To

respond, click here|
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:13:00 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.
Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Amie Marx [mailto:mail@change.org]

Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 7:25 PM

To: Executive

Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,
Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,

We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essential to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.
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FFWCC Peer review of the proposed Minimum Flows and Levels warned that the proposed
reductions of fresh water flow could lead to "extirpation” of saline intolerant species.
Residents and biologists familiar with the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers have
observed declines in water quality, die-off of salt intolerant fresh water plants, and a
movement of saline-influenced habitats farther up stream towards the springs. It is essential
that you deny further reductions in flow, and make every effort to preserve the existing fresh
water flow, and if possible, restore spring quality to that which would insure continued
survival of the freshwater dependent habitats and species.

Rare and imperiled species of plants and animals (from Old Growth Cypress and terrestrial
orchids to southeastern fresh water mussels, Chassahowitzka Black Bears, Whooping Cranes,
Wood Storks, Manatees, and others) rely on the spring runs and associated fresh water
habitats of the Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Riverine Swamp Sanctuary and forested wetlands
for their continued survival.

The Chassahowitzka and Homosassa spring-fed fresh water ecosystems are too precious to
degrade any further, or risk "extirpating" forever by increased salt water intrusion.

These rare springs and sacred cenotes, and the sprawling fresh water forested wetlands they
infuse are National Treasures, arguably World Heritage Sites that should be preserved and
protected for future generations (of humans and wildlife).

The undersigned implore SWFWMD's Governing Board, the State Legislature, and the
Governor of Florida to deny any further reduction in flow to the spring-fed Homosasa and
Chassahowitzka Rivers.

Please say "NO" to reductions in flow to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers.
Thank you.

Amie Marx
Green Bay, Wisconsin

Note this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at

reductlons—ln flow. To respond, click here|
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From: Doug Leeper

To: "mail@change.org"

Cc: Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Subject: RE: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Thursday, October 25, 2012 4:46:00 PM

Ms. Marx:

Thank you for your comments regarding the revised minimum flows and levels recommendations
for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa river systems. Your input has been reviewed by District
staff and will be provided to the District Governing Board for consideration.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Executive

Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:13 AM

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.
Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee
Sr. Document Specialist
Southwest Florida Water Management District

shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Amie Marx [mailto:mail@change.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 7:25 PM

To: Executive
Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,

Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,


mailto:mail@change.org
mailto:shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:mail@change.org

We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essential to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.

FFWCC Peer review of the proposed Minimum Flows and Levels warned that the proposed
reductions of fresh water flow could lead to "extirpation” of saline intolerant species.
Residents and biologists familiar with the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers have
observed declines in water quality, die-off of salt intolerant fresh water plants, and a
movement of saline-influenced habitats farther up stream towards the springs. It is essential
that you deny further reductionsin flow, and make every effort to preserve the existing fresh
water flow, and if possible, restore spring quality to that which would insure continued
survival of the freshwater dependent habitats and species.

Rare and imperiled species of plants and animals (from Old Growth Cypress and terrestrial
orchids to southeastern fresh water mussels, Chassahowitzka Black Bears, Whooping Cranes,
Wood Storks, Manatees, and others) rely on the spring runs and associated fresh water
habitats of the Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Riverine Swamp Sanctuary and forested wetlands
for their continued survival.

The Chassahowitzka and Homosassa spring-fed fresh water ecosystems are too precious to
degrade any further, or risk "extirpating" forever by increased salt water intrusion.

These rare springs and sacred cenotes, and the sprawling fresh water forested wetlands they
infuse are National Treasures, arguably World Heritage Sites that should be preserved and
protected for future generations (of humans and wildlife).

The undersigned implore SWFWMD's Governing Board, the State Legislature, and the
Governor of Florida to deny any further reduction in flow to the spring-fed Homosasa and
Chassahowitzka Rivers.



Please say "NO" to reductions in flow to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers.
Thank you.

Amie Marx
Green Bay, Wisconsin

Note this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change org, viewable at

reductlons-m flow. To respond, click here|
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:13:37 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.
Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: John Reed [mailto:mail@change.org]

Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 7:47 PM

To: Executive

Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,
Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,

We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essential to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.
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FFWCC Peer review of the proposed Minimum Flows and Levels warned that the proposed
reductions of fresh water flow could lead to "extirpation” of saline intolerant species.
Residents and biologists familiar with the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers have
observed declines in water quality, die-off of salt intolerant fresh water plants, and a
movement of saline-influenced habitats farther up stream towards the springs. It is essential
that you deny further reductions in flow, and make every effort to preserve the existing fresh
water flow, and if possible, restore spring quality to that which would insure continued
survival of the freshwater dependent habitats and species.

Rare and imperiled species of plants and animals (from Old Growth Cypress and terrestrial
orchids to southeastern fresh water mussels, Chassahowitzka Black Bears, Whooping Cranes,
Wood Storks, Manatees, and others) rely on the spring runs and associated fresh water
habitats of the Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Riverine Swamp Sanctuary and forested wetlands
for their continued survival.

The Chassahowitzka and Homosassa spring-fed fresh water ecosystems are too precious to
degrade any further, or risk "extirpating" forever by increased salt water intrusion.

These rare springs and sacred cenotes, and the sprawling fresh water forested wetlands they
infuse are National Treasures, arguably World Heritage Sites that should be preserved and
protected for future generations (of humans and wildlife).

The undersigned implore SWFWMD's Governing Board, the State Legislature, and the
Governor of Florida to deny any further reduction in flow to the spring-fed Homosasa and
Chassahowitzka Rivers.

Please say "NO" to reductions in flow to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers.
Thank you.
Protection of habitat.

John Reed
Largo, Florida

Note this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change org, viewable at

reductlons-m flow. To respond, click here|
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From: Doug Leeper

To: "mail@change.org"

Cc: Shellie Ferreira-Lee; Dianna Brass

Subject: RE: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Thursday, October 25, 2012 4:49:00 PM

Mr. Reed:

Thank you for your comments regarding the revised minimum flows and levels recommendations
for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa river systems. Your input has been reviewed by District
staff and will be provided to the District Governing Board for consideration.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Executive

Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:14 AM

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.
Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee
Sr. Document Specialist
Southwest Florida Water Management District

shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: John Reed [mailto:mail@change.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 7:47 PM

To: Executive
Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,

Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,
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We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essential to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.

FFWCC Peer review of the proposed Minimum Flows and Levels warned that the proposed
reductions of fresh water flow could lead to "extirpation” of saline intolerant species.
Residents and biologists familiar with the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers have
observed declines in water quality, die-off of salt intolerant fresh water plants, and a
movement of saline-influenced habitats farther up stream towards the springs. It is essential
that you deny further reductionsin flow, and make every effort to preserve the existing fresh
water flow, and if possible, restore spring quality to that which would insure continued
survival of the freshwater dependent habitats and species.

Rare and imperiled species of plants and animals (from Old Growth Cypress and terrestrial
orchids to southeastern fresh water mussels, Chassahowitzka Black Bears, Whooping Cranes,
Wood Storks, Manatees, and others) rely on the spring runs and associated fresh water
habitats of the Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Riverine Swamp Sanctuary and forested wetlands
for their continued survival.

The Chassahowitzka and Homosassa spring-fed fresh water ecosystems are too precious to
degrade any further, or risk "extirpating" forever by increased salt water intrusion.

These rare springs and sacred cenotes, and the sprawling fresh water forested wetlands they
infuse are National Treasures, arguably World Heritage Sites that should be preserved and
protected for future generations (of humans and wildlife).

The undersigned implore SWFWMD's Governing Board, the State Legislature, and the
Governor of Florida to deny any further reduction in flow to the spring-fed Homosasa and
Chassahowitzka Rivers.



Please say "NO" to reductions in flow to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers.
Thank you.
Protection of habitat.

John Reed
Largo, Florida

Note this email was sent as part of a petltlon started on Change org, viewable at
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:14:51 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.
Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Mike Pici [mailto:mail@change.org]

Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 8:37 PM

To: Executive

Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,
Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,

We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essential to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.
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FFWCC Peer review of the proposed Minimum Flows and Levels warned that the proposed
reductions of fresh water flow could lead to "extirpation” of saline intolerant species.
Residents and biologists familiar with the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers have
observed declines in water quality, die-off of salt intolerant fresh water plants, and a
movement of saline-influenced habitats farther up stream towards the springs. It is essential
that you deny further reductions in flow, and make every effort to preserve the existing fresh
water flow, and if possible, restore spring quality to that which would insure continued
survival of the freshwater dependent habitats and species.

Rare and imperiled species of plants and animals (from Old Growth Cypress and terrestrial
orchids to southeastern fresh water mussels, Chassahowitzka Black Bears, Whooping Cranes,
Wood Storks, Manatees, and others) rely on the spring runs and associated fresh water
habitats of the Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Riverine Swamp Sanctuary and forested wetlands
for their continued survival.

The Chassahowitzka and Homosassa spring-fed fresh water ecosystems are too precious to
degrade any further, or risk "extirpating" forever by increased salt water intrusion.

These rare springs and sacred cenotes, and the sprawling fresh water forested wetlands they
infuse are National Treasures, arguably World Heritage Sites that should be preserved and
protected for future generations (of humans and wildlife).

The undersigned implore SWFWMD's Governing Board, the State Legislature, and the
Governor of Florida to deny any further reduction in flow to the spring-fed Homosasa and
Chassahowitzka Rivers.

Please say "NO" to reductions in flow to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers.
Thank you.

Mike Pici
Largo, Florida

Note this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at

reductlons—ln flow. To respond, click here|
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From: Doug Leeper

To: "mail@change.org"

Cc: Dianna Brass; Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Subject: RE: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Thursday, October 25, 2012 4:51:00 PM

Mr. Pici:

Thank you for your comments regarding the revised minimum flows and levels recommendations
for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa river systems. Your input has been reviewed by District
staff and will be provided to the District Governing Board for consideration.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Executive

Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:15 AM

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.
Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee
Sr. Document Specialist
Southwest Florida Water Management District

shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Mike Pici [mailto:mail@change.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 8:37 PM

To: Executive
Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,

Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,
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We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essential to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.

FFWCC Peer review of the proposed Minimum Flows and Levels warned that the proposed
reductions of fresh water flow could lead to "extirpation” of saline intolerant species.
Residents and biologists familiar with the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers have
observed declines in water quality, die-off of salt intolerant fresh water plants, and a
movement of saline-influenced habitats farther up stream towards the springs. It is essential
that you deny further reductionsin flow, and make every effort to preserve the existing fresh
water flow, and if possible, restore spring quality to that which would insure continued
survival of the freshwater dependent habitats and species.

Rare and imperiled species of plants and animals (from Old Growth Cypress and terrestrial
orchids to southeastern fresh water mussels, Chassahowitzka Black Bears, Whooping Cranes,
Wood Storks, Manatees, and others) rely on the spring runs and associated fresh water
habitats of the Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Riverine Swamp Sanctuary and forested wetlands
for their continued survival.

The Chassahowitzka and Homosassa spring-fed fresh water ecosystems are too precious to
degrade any further, or risk "extirpating" forever by increased salt water intrusion.

These rare springs and sacred cenotes, and the sprawling fresh water forested wetlands they
infuse are National Treasures, arguably World Heritage Sites that should be preserved and
protected for future generations (of humans and wildlife).

The undersigned implore SWFWMD's Governing Board, the State Legislature, and the
Governor of Florida to deny any further reduction in flow to the spring-fed Homosasa and
Chassahowitzka Rivers.



Please say "NO" to reductions in flow to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers.
Thank you.

Mike Pici
Largo, Florida

Note this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change org, viewable at

reductlons-m flow. To respond, click here|
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:15:32 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.
Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Terry Lemke [mailto:mail@change.org]

Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 9:06 PM

To: Executive

Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,
Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,

We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essential to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.
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FFWCC Peer review of the proposed Minimum Flows and Levels warned that the proposed
reductions of fresh water flow could lead to "extirpation” of saline intolerant species.
Residents and biologists familiar with the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers have
observed declines in water quality, die-off of salt intolerant fresh water plants, and a
movement of saline-influenced habitats farther up stream towards the springs. It is essential
that you deny further reductions in flow, and make every effort to preserve the existing fresh
water flow, and if possible, restore spring quality to that which would insure continued
survival of the freshwater dependent habitats and species.

Rare and imperiled species of plants and animals (from Old Growth Cypress and terrestrial
orchids to southeastern fresh water mussels, Chassahowitzka Black Bears, Whooping Cranes,
Wood Storks, Manatees, and others) rely on the spring runs and associated fresh water
habitats of the Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Riverine Swamp Sanctuary and forested wetlands
for their continued survival.

The Chassahowitzka and Homosassa spring-fed fresh water ecosystems are too precious to
degrade any further, or risk "extirpating" forever by increased salt water intrusion.

These rare springs and sacred cenotes, and the sprawling fresh water forested wetlands they
infuse are National Treasures, arguably World Heritage Sites that should be preserved and
protected for future generations (of humans and wildlife).

The undersigned implore SWFWMD's Governing Board, the State Legislature, and the
Governor of Florida to deny any further reduction in flow to the spring-fed Homosasa and
Chassahowitzka Rivers.

Please say "NO" to reductions in flow to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers.
Thank you.
preservation of the Manatees!!

Terry Lemke
Irving, Texas

Note this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change org, viewable at

reductlons-m flow. To respond, click here|
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From: Doug Leeper

To: "mail@change.org"

Cc: Shellie Ferreira-Lee; Dianna Brass

Subject: RE: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Thursday, October 25, 2012 4:52:00 PM

Greeting Terry:

Thank you for your comments regarding the revised minimum flows and levels recommendations
for the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa river systems. Your input has been reviewed by District
staff and will be provided to the District Governing Board for consideration.

Douglas A. Leeper

Chief Environmental Scientist

Water Resources Bureau

Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4272 (FL only)
352-796-7211, ext. 4272

352-754-6885 (Fax)
doug.leeper@watermatters.org

From: Executive

Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:16 AM

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.

Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee
Sr. Document Specialist
Southwest Florida Water Management District

shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Terry Lemke [mailto:mail@change.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 9:06 PM

To: Executive
Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,


mailto:mail@change.org
mailto:shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:dianna.brass@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:mail@change.org

Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,

We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essentia to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.

FFWCC Peer review of the proposed Minimum Flows and Levels warned that the proposed
reductions of fresh water flow could lead to "extirpation” of saline intolerant species.
Residents and biologists familiar with the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers have
observed declines in water quality, die-off of salt intolerant fresh water plants, and a
movement of saline-influenced habitats farther up stream towards the springs. It is essential
that you deny further reductionsin flow, and make every effort to preserve the existing fresh
water flow, and if possible, restore spring quality to that which would insure continued
survival of the freshwater dependent habitats and species.

Rare and imperiled species of plants and animals (from Old Growth Cypress and terrestrial
orchids to southeastern fresh water mussels, Chassahowitzka Black Bears, Whooping Cranes,
Wood Storks, Manatees, and others) rely on the spring runs and associated fresh water
habitats of the Chassahowitzka-Homosassa Riverine Swamp Sanctuary and forested wetlands
for their continued survival.

The Chassahowitzka and Homosassa spring-fed fresh water ecosystems are too precious to
degrade any further, or risk "extirpating" forever by increased salt water intrusion.

These rare springs and sacred cenotes, and the sprawling fresh water forested wetlands they
infuse are National Treasures, arguably World Heritage Sites that should be preserved and
protected for future generations (of humans and wildlife).

The undersigned implore SWFWMD's Governing Board, the State Legislature, and the
Governor of Florida to deny any further reduction in flow to the spring-fed Homosasa and



Chassahowitzka Rivers.

Please say "NQO" to reductionsin flow to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers.
Thank you.

preservation of the Manatees!!

Terry Lemke
Irving, Texas

Note this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at
s/'hel id

reductlons-ln flow. To respond, click here|
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From: Executive

To: Dianna Brass

Cc: Lou Kavouras; Doug Leeper; Mike Heyl; Ron Basso; Gwen Brown; Virginia Singer
Subject: FW: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:16:08 AM

Please handle accordingly or forward to the appropriate staff for handling.
Thank you.

Shellie Ferreira-Lee

Sr. Document Specialist

Southwest Florida Water Management District
shellie.ferreira@swfwmd.state.fl.us
352-796-7211, ext. 4053

From: Lis Lemoine [mailto:mail@change.org]

Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 9:23 PM

To: Executive

Subject: No Reduction in Flow to the Spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers

Greetings,
Dear SWFWMD Governing Board,

We implore you to deny any reductions in flow to the spring-fed Chassahowitzka and
Homosassa Rivers.

Both of these "Florida Outstanding Waters" have already experienced substantial degradation
and now urgently need your help in Restoring them to to the more pristine, natural conditions
present at the time of their designation as Outstanding Florida Waters.

The spring-fed Chassahowitzka and Homosassa Rivers are home to Federal and State Listed

Endangered Species, including the West Indian Manatee, that rely on the fresh water habitats
for their continued survival. These rare springs and the myriad of fresh water fish, birds, and
wildlife that they support are also essential to the area's Eco-tour and fishing economy.

Endangered West Indian Manatees rely on the Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Springs for
life-saving thermal refuge and essential fresh water habitat. Generations of Manatees return
to the Chassahowitzka and Homosassa springs annually to take refuge in the life saving warm
spring waters, and without these familiar winter refuges, Homosasa and Chassahowitzka's
returning manatees would perish.

Any further reduction in fresh water flow to the springs could allow further encroachment by
the saline waters of the Gulf, and in worse-case scenario, could stop sufficient flow of fresh
water to the springs and make them too brackish to support the fresh water species (bass,
sunfish, apple snail, aquatic plants, terrestrial fresh water habitats, etc.) presently living there,
and too cold to provide life-saving thermal refuge to endangered Manatees during winter
months.


mailto:/O=SWFWMD/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=EXECUTIVE
mailto:dianna.brass@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:lou.kavouras@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:doug.leeper@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:mike.heyl@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:ron.basso@swfwmd.state.fl.us
mailto:gwen.brown@sw